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JOHN DOBSON

Borm: aept 14, 1915

Birthplace: Bejjing, China
Education: Chemistry degree, Un/
versity of California at Berkekey, 1
First carser: 1944 {01957, maonk
monasteries in San Francisco an:
SACrEmento

Second career: 1967 [o present,
making telescopes and educating
the public aboutastronomy
First homemade telescope; 19!
Diet: 28 £ggs 4 week, veqelables
sugar, no white flaur

Allergy: Big-hang theary
Dobzon's classes: Through Apr
dt Sean's Astronamy Shop, 24208

gree in 1943 from the Universit
California - at Berkeley, Dob
briefly worked in a defense job
kated 1o the building of the ato
bumb. But long intérested in K
du philosaphy, he became a mor.
with the Ramakrishna Order of the
Vendanta Society in San Francisco.
There; and at a monastery in Sac-
ramento where he later was trans-

ferred, he had the assignment of

recanciling science with religious
teachings,

But his passion for telescopes
and gening others fascinated with
astronomical sights wound up be-
ing costly. In 1967, after living in
monasteries for 23 years, he was
dismissed. " was AWOL from the
monastery i litte wo often, so they
kicked me out," Dobson savs, add.
ing that he didn't chionse to go.

With only & S50 bill, he retumed
tn San Francisco, where his friends
gave him sheler and lood. Tt's a
spartan lifestyle that he mamntamns
as he travels throughout the coun-
ry

Dobson took the telescopes he
had made at the Sacramento mon-

STEVEN NEHL/THE OREGONIGHS 95T
Mel Bartels of Eugene sets up his homemade computerized
Dobsonian telescope at the Oregon Star Party in the Ochoco
Natlonal Forest near Prineville.
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Don’t it make my blue eyes brown
Americans are seeing a dramatic color change

By Douglas Belkin, Globe Staff | October 17, 2006

Preferences for fair skin and blue eyes
stretch back in Europe to at least the Middle
Ages, according to Hema Sundaram ,
author of "'Face Value,” a book about the
history of beauty. For women in particular,
especially those of European descent, fair
skin and light eyes have long been seen as
indicators of fertility and beauty.

charactenistc wik.

Public attenfion 1o his work
soared in 1989, when Smithsonian
magazine carried & story about
Dobson and his sidewalk astrono-
mers. A& shor timedater, be was

He also used a 12-inch ship
J'.Iﬂ]'lhﬂ-|-'." to make a larger tele-
scape. “When | first saw the three-
quarter moon through it, T was as-
tonished. [ thought [ was coming
in for a landing.”

Although no one
contribution 1o public
of astronomy, his view,
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